ERROR  AND  COMPLICITY                                157

impressive to the uncritical mass of the people, that matters: the
elements of victory are strategic ability and army morale. Both
of these things are products of the training of mind and spirit.

UNITY  OF  SPIRIT

Among certain circles in the highest ranks of the German
army it is being said that the army cannot continue to maintain
its aloofness from the party. The revolutionizing of the German
nation has proceeded so far that the exclusion of the re-
volutionary ideas of National Socialism from the army would
destroy its fighting quality. It is not, say these officers, for the
military leaders to decide from their point of view whether a
particular set of political ideas is suitable for the nation; they
are concerned only with the defence of the nation. The army
cannot alter the nation or reverse the process of its revolutioniz-
ing. All, therefore, that it can do is to make itself the instrument
of the revolution. That is the only way the fighting quality of
the nation can be maintained. Consequently, the ideas of
National Socialism must not only not be kept out of the army;
they must be actively and energetically impressed on it. The
corps of officers must regard themselves as actually analogous to
the National Socialist e"lite. Only so can the army maintain its
position as educator of the nation in fighting spirit and as the
guiding influence in the nation. Just as many members of the
old nobility and the leading social classes sought admission to
the S.S., the "Black Guards," without thereby sacrificing their
aristocratic character, so now the corps of officers must enter
the party. Such agitation for entering the party has been the
prelude to every past process of Gleichschaltung. Behind it in this
case lies also the recognition of the actual revolutionary role of
the armed forces and of the universal and permanent mobiliza-
tion they have to carry out.

M